
 

 

Beaverton Library Foundation hopes to raise 
$350,000 to expand Murray Scholls branch 
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BEAVERTON -- Not even three years after the Beaverton City Library 
(http://www.beavertonlibrary.org/)  opened a second branch in the Murray Scholls Town Center, 
(http://www.beavertonlibrary.org/index.aspx?NID=162) the numbers speak for themselves.  

Last Sunday, 675 patrons entered the library in just six hours.  

"Every table is being used -- every chair at every table," said John Finn, the library's branch 
manager. Even with half of the branch's items checked out at any given time, shelves are 
overfull, he said.  

The Beaverton Library Foundation (http://www.beavertonlibraryfoundation.org/)  is preparing a 
fundraising campaign to raise $350,000 for the branch to expand by more than 5,000 square feet 
as soon as June 2014.  

Ideally, the library would expand into empty rooms next to its 7,000-square-foot space. The 
library is in negotiations with the landlord, Gramor Development (http://www.gramor.com/) .  

If the city cannot lease additional space at that site, relocating could be an option, but that 
possibility has not been fully explored, Finn said.  

The library plans to add a children's room, which the branch lacks, and a new lobby.  

For Shireen Kareem, 31, of Beaverton, an expanded branch could mean more book choices for 
her children.  

"My daughter is a great reader, so for her age, she's almost read all the books they have," said 
Kareem, who sometimes takes her 11-year-old daughter to the library's downtown branch to find 
new books. Kareem said she visits the branch about twice a week with her children and once a 
week alone.  

The foundation estimates the expansion would cost around $350,000.  



Because the branch does not own its space, the foundation aims to spend $250,000 of that 
amount on equipment and other items that the library can keep if it eventually moves, said 
LeRoy Feigelson, the foundation's treasurer.  

The last $100,000 would be considered "sunk costs" for construction. That spending would still 
be a good investment, Feigelson said, because the branch would stay in its current location for at 
least eight more years.  

After the expansion, the city's ongoing library costs would rise by about $250,000, including the 
cost of hiring a new youth services librarian and more part-time staff.  

The City Council was supportive in March of the foundation's plan,( 
http://beaverton.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=1118&meta_id=55551)  
indicating that if the foundation could raise money for the construction, the city would cover the 
ongoing costs.  

The branch has been "very, very well received" since it opened in June 2010 
(http://www.oregonlive.com/beaverton/index.ssf/2010/07/beavertons_murray_scholls_library_se
es_big_turnout_during_opening_weekend.html) , said Ed House, the city's library director.  

The site is the fastest-growing library in the county.  

The branch's circulation expanded by an average of 12 percent each month in 2012.  

In contrast, the 15 libraries composing the Washington County Cooperative Library Services 
(http://www.wccls.org/) saw average circulation growth of 1 percent last year.  

With both Beaverton and Tigard set to develop newly annexed land 
(http://www.oregonlive.com/beaverton/index.ssf/2013/02/beaverton_and_tigard_councils.html)  
around Southwest Scholls Ferry Road, the library expects even higher demand in the future.  

The service population, roughly 28,000 today, is projected to reach nearly 37,000 in the next 10 
years, according to the foundation.  

A full campaign launch is on hold until the library finishes negotiations and can announce its 
expansion site.  

At that point, the foundation plans to kick off donations with a contribution of between $40,000 
and $50,000, Feigelson said.  

This project is an ambitious one for the foundation, which reported revenue of $12,777 and 
$25,816 in spending in 2011, according to its tax filings.  

Fundraising should be in full force by June, Feigelson said, with the goal of opening the new 
children's room by June 2014. If necessary, the lobby expansion could be delayed into a second 
phase, he said.  



The foundation worked with C3 Strategy from November to March to craft its campaign and is 
already applying for foundation grants, seeking private donors and rallying community support.  

Donors who contribute $25 and businesses that donate $100 will receive certificates to place in 
their windows demonstrating their support for the library.  

"There's only one institution in this city that is universally supported," said Larry Fox, a member 
of the foundation. "You put money into a library, and an infinite amount comes out."  

-- Nicole Friedman 
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