
 
Vancouver waterfront developer 
nearing agreements with tenants; 
construction could start in 2015 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 



 
Renderings of proposed mixed-use development at the Vancouver waterfront. (Gramor Development) 
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The developer behind a plan to build a business, residential and entertainment district 

at a former lumber mill on the Vancouver waterfront says he's close to agreements with 

tenants that would occupy its first buildings.  

Gramor Development President Barry Cain, speaking before a crowd of 200 hosted by 

the Vancouver Downtown Association, said he's in talks with two restaurants and a hotel 

company whose buildings could be among the first in the mixed-use development. He 

said his company is working on a residential building that would start construction at 

the same time. 

An office building and an additional residential building could also be ready to break 

ground at the same time — before the end of 2015, if all goes according to plan.  

"We're getting so, so close to getting really started," he said. 

Cain said several businesses had expressed interest in the office space, and that he 

wouldn't move forward on an office building before a tenant had signed on. 

The waterfront development has been in the works for nearly a decade since Boise 

Cascade shuttered its lumber mill, leaving fallow a 35-acre site near the Port of 

Vancouver. It was largely cut off from downtown by a railroad berm until the city 

finished a $44.6 million access project to dig under the rails and connect the area to 

downtown roads this year. 

Cain said the 22-block site is unlike any other in the Portland area because of its south-

facing waterfront views. He said, too, that the development team is selling sites there for 

half of what a site in Portland's Pearl District would cost. 

Gramor is known for retail-centered developments around the Portland region, 

including Lake View Village in downtown Lake Oswego and Progress Ridge TownSquare 

in Beaverton.  



The city of Vancouver is also planning a 7.3 acre waterfront park stretching half a mile 

along the water. Construction on the park is expected to start next year, said Vancouver 

parks director Julie Hannon. 

"It's going to be the jewel of our parks system," Hannon said. "It's going to be so exciting 

to use, and it'll be a game-changer for the city of Vancouver."  

Still uncertain is the impact of a proposed oil-export terminal at the Port of Vancouver, 

which would bring several trains carrying crude oil each day past the development. Cain 

has opposed the project, and the Vancouver City Council voted to oppose it in June. 

"I don't think it's a positive for downtown Vancouver, and I don't think it's a positive for 

us," Cain said. "And I don't think it will get approved." 

Washington Gov. Jay Inslee will have the final say. 

-- Elliot Njus 

 


