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A rendering depicts a cable-stayed park at the Vancouver waterfront, with two buildings in 
the background. Gramor Development is preparing to begin work on its proposed waterfront 
development, and the two-story buildings would be the first to get underway. 

 
 



The developer behind a long-imagined waterfront district in downtown Vancouver is finalizing 
plans for its first two buildings. 

Gramor Development has started the work of getting city approval for a pair of two-story 
buildings, which together will house four or five restaurants. 

It’s a modest start for the ambitious plan, which eventually calls for more than $1 billion in 
investment and more than 3,000 housing units. 

But Barry Cain, president of Tualatin-based Gramor, says plans for a 15-story condominium tower, 
a 14-story apartment building and a six-story office building are also in the works. 

“They won’t be alone,” Cain said. “I think people will start seeing things roll out pretty regularly 
now.” 

Gramor has been planning the riverfront district for nearly a decade, and the city of Vancouver 
spent nearly $45 million to punch through a railway berm and provide access to the site from 
downtown. 

The district is envisioned as Vancouver’s answer to the South Waterfront in Portland. It’ll be 32 
acres of riverfront industrial land reclaimed for the construction of new office and residential towers. 

Cain is also trying to establish the Vancouver waterfront as a destination even before residences go 
up. That’s why the restaurant buildings will be the first to open, probably in 2017. Cain said he’s in 
talks with several restaurateurs. 

He expects construction to begin in the first quarter of 2016. 

Meanwhile, Vancouver Parks & Recreation is preparing to break ground in October on a $22 
million waterfront park. Its centerpiece will be a pier overhanging the river suspended by cables. 

“It’s going to be absolutely phenomenal,” said Parks & Recreation Director Julie Han-non. “The 
combination of the private development and the public park is going to be a game changer for 
Vancouver.” 

The 7.3-acre park is funded through a combination of local, federal and state money, as well as $3 
million from Gramor. 
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