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Vancouver officials and private developers envision new development 
along the waterfront that helps bring the downtown area alive.
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A million dollars isn't a lot for a public-

works project in a city of more than 

160,000, but city officials exulted at the 

news that the state of Washington is 

giving Vancouver a cool mil to build an 

eight-acre park and extend the 

Renaissance Trail.  

 

"This really makes construction much more 

of a reality for us," said Peter Mayer, the 

director of Vancouver's Parks and 

Recreation Department.  

 

City officials regard the park construction, 

and a related 24-acre mixed-use private 

development, as the focal point of the 

effort to revitalize downtown Vancouver and take advantage of the city's waterfront, once used for industrial 

purposes.  

 

"There's no substantial development along the Columbia waterfront," said Alisha Pyshka, the city's economic 

development manager. "It will be a critical amenity for all of downtown."  

 

The park is located at the former Boise Cascade lumber mill. Fenced off from the public, there are now only 

concrete paths and the foundation showing where the building once stood.  

 

Mayer says the million dollars will fund the initial construction, which will include tearing out old concrete 

paths and debris left over from the mill site and grading the area.  

 

The park will include an esplanade, seating, restrooms and an open lawn space for enjoying the view.  

 

The park will be connected to the five-mile Columbia River Renaissance Trail, which is used by approximately 
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1 million bikers and pedestrians each year. The trail runs along the waterfront and goes through Marine 

Park and Wintler Park, and ultimately connects to the Portland-Vancouver trail system.  

 

By joining the park and the trail, the waterfront and downtown in Vancouver will dramatically open up for 

people.  

 

"The incredible opportunity we have is creating this green centerpiece that really connects the downtown to 

the waterfront," Mayer said.  

 

Paula Person, president of downtown's Esther Short neighborhood association, said people right now 

have to walk under the I-5 bridge and then along Lewis and Clark Highway to get from downtown to the 

waterfront. "It's not a direct connection, and it's not that accessible," she said. "We're excited about this 

starting to happen."  

 

Currently, the parks department is finishing the park's design. Construction could start as early as next year 

and be completed sometime in 2016. At the same time the park is under construction, it is hoped that 

Columbia Waterfront LLC, a group of local investors managed by Tualatin-based Gramor Development 

Inc., will begin construction on the adjacent 24-acre development.  

 

The development will be mixed use and include office and retail space, hotels, apartments and 

condominiums. According to the city, 2,500 permanent jobs will be created because of the development, 

many of which are expected to be professional office jobs.  

 

The total cost for construction of the park and development is expected to be around $1.3 billion. The city of 

Vancouver has generated $250,000 in park impact fees that will go toward the park's development, and the 

state has appropriated an additional $500,000 for the designing and permitting phases.  

 

Physka and Person believe the area will attract new residents and businesses to Vancouver. Person can 

easily imagine people frequently coming downtown for concerts and meals, and then deciding to take the 

trail to the waterfront. Or people who are enjoying a relaxing day at the park may decide to walk the 

Renaissance Trail to downtown for a meal or a show. Eventually, she said, downtown "should be a pretty 

hopping little place." 

 

-- Amanda Waldroupe, Special to The Oregonian 
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