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An undated handout photo shows private development at Vancouver waterfront. The project includes 7 acres of waterfront 

park, including a pier 90-foot pier suspended over the Columbia River. High-rise development is still underway, but the 

parks and nearby restaurants will open on Sept. 29, 2018. (Lioneye Aerials) 

Earlier this year, Vancouver's tourism bureau dropped $300,000 on an ad campaign right 
across the Columbia River, in Portland.  

Visit Vancouver USA wouldn't usually spend so much effort on prospective visitors from a 
bordering city that's -- at least on weekends, if not during the weekday rush hour -- just 
minutes away.  

But this year's different, because Vancouver thinks it has something new that Portlanders are 
going to want to see: its new waterfront district, which has its grand opening next week. The 
ads featured the landmark V-shaped Grant Street Pier, dramatically suspended 90 feet over the 
Columbia river.  

The development includes a waterfront park, with the pier as its centerpiece. Nearby, three 
restaurants are set to open within weeks, and high-rise developments are underway just 
beyond.  



Related: Portland's first public market could be in Vancouver. 

The city has been preparing for thousands of visitors expected in the first year alone. As it's 
wrapped up construction on the park, the city has launched a downtown beautification 
program and added new directional signs from the freeway. 

"This is like nothing we've ever seen on this side of the river," said Vancouver Mayor Anne 
McEnerney-Ogle. "This is just going to change the entire downtown. I think people will be 
interested in what's going on over here." 

First look: Join The Oregonian at 11:30 a.m. on Facebook for a live video tour of the 
waterfront site. 

  

 
A 90-foot pier extending over the Columbia River is shown from a plaza along the Vancouver Waterfront on August 21, 

2018. The public park that lines the riverfront, with the pier as its centerpiece, will open Sept. 29. WildFin American Grill is 

shown at right. (Elliot Njus/Staff) 

In addition to the first phase of the flagship park, outposts of Washington state restaurant 
chains Twigs Bistro and Martini Bar, based in Spokane, and WildFin American Grill, based in 
Issaquah, will be open for the Sept. 29 grand opening. They'll be followed later this year by a 
tasting room for Maryhill Winery, based in Goldendale, Wash.  

That there isn't a Portland restauranteur among them is no coincidence, said Barry Cain, 
whose Gramor Development is master developer for the site.  

"The Washington guys come and get it right away," he said. "The Portland guys, they really 
didn't get it. People tend to look at places in the past. They just don't realize when things have 
changed." 



Under construction are two apartment buildings, totaling 270 units; a 138-room Hotel Indigo, 
which includes 40 co-branded condos; and a seven-story office building named for its anchor 
tenant, the nonprofit M.J. Murdock Charitable Trust.  

On an adjacent site, an AC by Marriott hotel is under construction on a site owned by the Port 
of Vancouver, which plans to sell or lease other parcels to developers and build a public food 
market a la Seattle's Pike Place Market.  

 
Barry Cain, the president of Tualatin-based Gramor Development, is shown in an under-construction restaurant building at 

The Waterfront Vancouver. Gramor is master developer for 32 acres that were once the site of a Boise Cascade paper mill. 

(Elliot Njus/Staff) 

All of this seemed an unlikely prospect just over a decade ago. Though downtown Vancouver 
sits just a few hundred feet from the Columbia River, it's long been cut off from the water by 
its industrialized waterfront and the railroads that served it.  

The present-day development site was used as a sawmill as early as 1911, and it was turned 
into a paper mill in 1928. It stayed in operation until 2006, when Boise Cascade shuttered the 
mill, demolished the structures and began cleaning up the contaminated land before selling the 
site to Tualatin-based Gramor in 2008. 

Meanwhile, Vancouver city officials and the port had to work with BNSF railroad to run city 
streets through the berm that carried its train tracks, a project completed in 2012 as part of a 
broader remapping of freight rail lines. 

But for the timing, Cain said, Vancouver might have had an answer to Portland's Pearl District 
and South Waterfront redevelopments back in the 2000s.  

"The same thing should've happened here," Cain said. "The only reason it didn't was because 
of the paper mill." 



 
Two apartment buildings are shown under construction in The Waterfront district in Vancouver on August 21, 2018. (Elliot 

Njus/Staff) 

Vancouver, however, has had a growing profile in recent years. It has increasingly drawn 
residents looking for cheaper homes and rents than can be found in much of Portland, and 
that's drawn more businesses to set up shop. 

Visit Vancouver spokesman Jacob Schmidt said 47 new restaurants have opened in the 
downtown area in the last five years. There are also hundreds of new apartments recently 
completed, under construction or planned. 

"It's been a lot of growth really quickly," Schmidt said. "We want to make sure people are 
aware of that, and it's hard to promote to tourists far away when people in your own backyard 
aren't aware of what's going on. So the first step is getting Portlanders onboard."  


